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Abstract 

Trash picking is an inferior and exploitative economic activity in the urban informal section. Rag 

pickers collect the waste items like paper, iron, cutlery, metal objects pieces and plastics for their 

livelihood. Data is collected from the primary source. This research paper is design to examine 

the pro female raggpickers. In this study the exploratory research design is used. The random 

sampling technique is used; about 120 respondents (i.e. female trash pickers) in the age group of 

17 to 55 years were selected. A well designed schedule (structured) questions was used to collect 

the response from the respondents. 
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Introduction 

Trash picking is probably one of the most dangerous and dehumanizing activity in India. Female 

regpickers are working in filthy environment surrounding by dogs, pigs and hen. The term 

chiffonier is also used for the regpickers. The regpickers belong to the singikaat and siribandh 

community. In the ancient time the regpickers used the traditional techniques in piles sprain 

related skin problem by using horns of deer and cows. But as time spans their techniques lag 

behind the modern techniques, as said by laymen. And they are compels to choose the job of 

waste picking for their livelihood. Female regpickers search waste times without using any safety 

instrument like hand gloves and shoes. On a global level approximately two thirds of a kilogram 

of waste per person per day gnerated. Yet the difference between high and low income countries 

was considerable, especially in terms of composition. Risk occurs at every step in the process 

from the point where regpickers handle waste in the home for collection to the point of ultimate 

disposal. Health risk from the wastes including the wastes is caused by many factors, including 

the nature of waste as it decomposes the handling of waste. Some regpickers live in semi-pakka 

house and others in shed house in dumyard. Their life begins and ends only in a atmosphere 

surrounding by garbage and strench. The female regpickers also faced the problem like dog bites 

and skin infections. According to the mumtaz regpickers of sirsa, each one of them collect 

approximately 10-20 kg of waste per day. Every kilogram of polythene about 10 rupees kg and 

iron objects get them 10 rupees kg.  Most of them are illiterate and desperate for employment; 

their choice is either die of hunger or collect waste items. Most of them, do not have ration card 

and adhaar card. Due to this they faced problem in medical treatment, in open an bank account 

and enrolled their children in govt schools. They do not have the facilities of electricity and good 

quality drinking water. There is no proper maintaince of roads, street light and drainage 

problems. In developing countries significant portion of waste pickers found at open dumps are 

children and pregnant women. Some times the childrens of the female regpickers helpless to eat 

the things drawn from garbage. Some female working during the pregnancy period. There is no 

maternal facility for female and new infant also lies in unhygienic conditions. During the anysis, 

I found that the house of the females is just like the dumpsite and unhygienic. Even they did not 

have personal hygene also. Husband of the female regpickers involve in the activites like 

cobbler, mochi, rikshaw pullers, kabadi and doing leather work. Female regpickers not much 
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awared about family planning. Most of female not enrolled their chilrens in govt schools. Only 

few females provide education to their childerns only up to 8
th

 level. 

 

Objectives  

1. To analyze the problems faced by female ragpickers. 

2. To explain the safety instruments used by female ragpickers. 

 

Methodology 

 Exploratory research design has been used.  

 The present study is related to urban area of Sirsa for year of 2016-2017.  

 Primary source of data collection has been used.  

 Sample of 120 female Rag pickers was taken purposive randomly.  

 Interview schedule method has been used.  

  Simple percentage and average method has been used for analysis. 

 

Result and discussion 

Use of Safety Instruments: The furnished result related to use of safety instrument by respondents 

is show in table 1. It is found that female Ragpickers are not using any safety instruments like 

hand gloves. Of the total female ragpickers, 75 per cent do not use any safety gear due to lack of 

knowledge of health and ignorance.  

Table 1 

Use of Safety instruments 

Serial no. Safety instrument No. of Respondents Per cent 

1. Hand gloves  Nill  Nill 

2. Stick  30 25 

3. No instrument 90 75 

 Total 120 100 

 

Violence at home: The furnished result related violence at home is depicted in table 2. It is 

surfaced by the furnished results that 20.83 per cent female beaten and 44.17 per cent female are 
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abused and 35 per cent female do not face violence. The main cause behind it the lack of 

awareness about the laws and social bondage imposed on females. 

Table 2 

Facing violence at home 

Serial no. Type No. of Respondents Per cent 

1. Beaten  25 20.83 

2. Abusive  53 44.17 

3. No violence 42 35 

 Total  120 100 

 

Reason for disliking rag picking:  Reason for disliking rag picking are presented in table 3 and it 

is found that 79.17 per cent female ragpickers do not like that job due to unhealthy working 

conditions even though they are compel to doing that job due to poverty. Of the total ragpickers, 

20.83 per cent female rag pickers dislike that activity due to tiring and tedious nature of the work 

negatively affect health.  

Table 3 

Reason for disliking rag picking 

Reason Respondent Per cent 

Unhealthy working condition 95 79.17 

Tiring and tedious work affect health  25 20.83 

Total 120 100 

 

 Level of Satisfaction: It is explored from the final figure presented in table 4 that 90 per cent of 

female ragpickers are not satisfied with the ragpicking because this activity causes many health 

hazards and full of risk. Only 10 per cent female ragpickers reported that they are satisfied from 

trash picking job. 

Table 4 

Level of Satisfaction 

Satisfied No. of respondents Per cent 

Yes  20 10 
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No  100 90 

Total  120 100 
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Result and Discussion 

Use of Safety Instruments: The furnished result related to use of safety instrument by respondents 

is show in table 3.3.1. It is found that female Ragpickers are not using any safety instruments like 

hand gloves. Of the total female ragpickers, 75 per cent do not use any safety gear due to lack of 

knowledge of health and ignorance.  
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Table 3.3.1 

Use of Safety instruments 

Serial no. Safety instrument No. of Respondents Per cent 

1. Hand gloves  Nill  Nill 

2. Stick  30 25 

3. No instrument 90 75 

 Total 120 100 

 

Violence at home: The furnished result related violence at home is depicted in table 3.3.2. It is 

surfaced by the furnished results that 20.83 per cent female beaten and 44.17 per cent female are 

abused and 35 per cent female do not face violence. The main cause behind it the lack of 

awareness about the laws and social bondage imposed on females. 

Table 3.3.2 

Facing violence at home 

Serial no. Type No. of Respondents Per cent 

1. Beaten  25 20.83 

2. Abusive  53 44.17 

3. No violence 42 35 

 Total  120 100 

 

Market rate and Sale rate of the trash items: It reveals that the rate at which rag pickers sale their 

items at low rate in comparison to the market rate of garbage items. The difference between the 

market rate and sale rate of items is depict in the table 3.3.3   

Table 3.3.3 

Market rate and Sale rate of the trash items 

Name of the trash 

items 

Market rate in 

Rs. 

Rate on which ragpickers sale in 

Rs. 

Difference 

Plastic 14 10 4  

Iron 15 10 5 

Paper 15 3 2 

Polythene 15 3 2 
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Reason for disliking rag picking:  Reason for disliking rag picking are presented in table 3.3.4 

and it is found that 79.17 per cent female ragpickers do not like that job due to unhealthy 

working conditions even though they are compel to doing that job due to poverty. Of the total 

ragpickers, 20.83 per cent female rag pickers dislike that activity due to tiring and tedious nature 

of the work negatively affect health.  

Table 3.3.4 

Reason for disliking rag picking 

Reason Respondent Per cent 

Unhealthy working condition 95 79.17 

Tiring and tedious work affect health  25 20.83 

Total 120 100 

 

 Level of Satisfaction: It is explored from the final figure presented in table 3.3.5 that 90 per cent 

of female ragpickers are not satisfied with the ragpicking because this activity causes many 

health hazards and full of risk. Only 10 per cent female ragpickers reported that they are satisfied 

from trash picking job. 

Table 3.3.5 

Level of Satisfaction 

Satisfied No. of respondents Per cent 

Yes  20 10 

No  100 90 

Total  120 100 

 


